CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

News Wars: Christchurch Used to Silence Questioning on Global Scale 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1900393.000 

Medium: 

Video File 

Director: 

Not stated 

Country of origin: 

United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Commissioner of Police 


Classification: Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to 

persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Excisions: 

Descriptive note: 

Display conditions: 

Date of entry in Register: 

Date of direction to issue 
a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 


No excisions recommended 
None 

None 

18 October 2019 

No direction to issue a label has been issued 

18 October 2019 



Components 

Running time 

Timed component(s): 

News Wars: Christchurch Used to Silence 
Questioning on Global Scale 

4:41 

Total running time: 


4:41 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The video file is a mobile phone recording of an online video posted on the US ‘News Wars’ site. The 
video features still images and footage from the Christchurch Mosque Attack Livestream (OFLC Ref 
1900148.000). - including imagery of people who have been shot - highlighting perceived ‘anomalies’ 
in the footage that it presents as ‘evidence’ the Christchurch mosque attack was a staged event. While 
the Classification Office recognises that the misleading and inaccurate views expressed in the clip are 
likely to be concerning and upsetting to many New Zealanders, the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act) does not regulate political speech, the expression of opinions, 





falsehoods, or conspiracy theories. Nor can a publication be restricted or banned under this 
legislation for expressing ill-informed, offensive or biased views. Therefore the classification decision 
rests on the images and edited clips taken from Christchurch Mosque Attack Livestream. In other 
historical contexts imagery depicting the victims of mass murder or extreme cruelty - the Cambodian 
Killing Fields or World War II Concentration Camps for example - would be unlikely to be restricted 
because of its historical value and importance. However, given that the images in this publication 
depict the bodies of people killed in a real and very recent New Zealand event the Classification 
Office considers that the imagery is unlikely to be viewed objectively and in an historical context by a 
younger audience without causing them significant harm. The availability of this publication to 
children and young people is likely to be strongly shocking and disturbing to them, even if they have 
not seen the video from which the images have been taken. The Classification Office is aware that 
discussions of the events of 15 March 2019 have had an equally strong impact on younger members 
of society. Therefore the video file is restricted to an audience of adults who are more likely to be able 
to distance themselves from the imagery and understand the context in which it is being used. This 
classification limits the right to freedom of expression set out in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
1990 but is reasonable and justified in this case in order to prevent injury to the public good. It may 
be noted that in guidance released by this Office when the objectionable classification of the 
Christchurch Mosque Attack Livestream video was publicly announced, it was confirmed that this 
classification of the entire video did not automatically mean that every still or short clip taken from it 
was also objectionable. However, it was confirmed that such stills or clips from this objectionable 
publication that depicted scenes of violence, injury or death, or that promoted terrorism, could well 
also be deemed objectionable. In the current analysis, News Wars: Christchurch Used to Silence 
Questioning on Global Scale does not promote a level of harm requiring an objectionable 
classification, but it certainly merits restriction to an adult audience. 



